Endogenous TWIST expression and differentiation are opposite during human muscle development.
TWIST is a transcription factor expressed during early embryonic development. In this study we investigate the expression of TWIST during human muscle development. Human TWIST was found to be endogenously expressed in human fetal myoblasts, and its expression decreased during late stages of development. Myoblasts showed an increasing capacity to differentiate in vitro during development. This inversely proportional relation between TWIST and differentiation capacity of myoblasts suggests that TWIST is involved in the regulation of muscle development.